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Introduction

This document follows the evaluation procedure documented in the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Reference Guide compiled by the Interagency Wild and Scenic Rivers
Coordinating Council.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) Detroit District and the Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality Land and Water Management Division (DEQ) have received a
joint application for authorization to remove existing abutments and construct a new
bridge across the Sturgeon River on Delta County Road 497 (See Appendix A). In
addition, the application seeks authorization to replace four culverts and resurface the
county road between the Village of Nahma and US Highway 2. In Michigan, the COE
and DEQ are jointly responsible for issuing the permit for these activities under
provisions of Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act.

The construction of the bridge over the Sturgeon River qualifies as a water resources
project per FSM 2354.75 and thus requires a Section 7 evaluation for effects as
prescribed in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. (The additional activities in the permit
application, listed above, would not invade the area and unreasonably diminish the
scenic, recreational, and fish and wildlife values present and will not be treated in this
analysis.) In accordance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the USDA Forest Service
is the federal agency responsible for the Section 7 evaluation for the Sturgeon River.

This analysis will determine if there are any direct and adverse effects to the
outstandingly remarkable values for which the river was designated and will also evaluate
the impacts of the completed construction on the free flow of the Sturgeon Wild and
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The Sturgeon River, located on the West Zone of the Hiawatha National Forest, was
designated as a component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System in March of
1992 (Public Law No: 102-249). The designated river corridor encompasses 8,268 acres
and includes about 44 miles of the approximately 62 mile long Sturgeon River. The lower
section, from Fourteen Mile Bridge on Forest Highway 13 south to the River’s mouth at
Nahma, contains about 26 miles of the main stem Sturgeon River and is classified as
“Recreational”. This section, which includes the project area, is characterized by a high
degree of shoreline development towards the mouth at Nahma and by an increasingly
sparsely populated, forested setting upstream from there (Figure 1). The Sturgeon River
is paralleled by Forest Highway 13 (which is also called County Road 497 below U.S.
Hwy 2) for its entire length within the section.

 The Hiawatha National Forest Pian Final Environmental Impact Statement (Hiawatha
National Forest 2006B) provides final river corridor boundaries, management direction,
and a discussion of the Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORV’s) for the Sturgeon Wild
and Scenic River. The ORVs are hydrological, ecological/botanical, wildlife, and heritage
resources.




Hizwatha National Forest

Figure 1: A. Regional view of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula showmg Delta County
(blue shading), the East and West Zones of the Hiawatha National Forest (dark green
shading) and the general project location (red circle). B. Project Area view of National
Forest System Land ownership (dark green shading), Sturgeon Wild and Scenic River
corridor (blue shading within black outline) and project area (red circle) with respect to
Village of Nahma and US Highway 2 (red line at north edge of frame). C. Air
photograph with Wild and Scenic River corridor boundaries (green lines) and showing
Sturgeon River, County Road 497, and project site location at intersection of County
Rd. 497 and Sturgeon River.

Description of the Project Area

The project site is located approximately 4 miles upstream from the River’s confluence
with Lake Michigan where Delta County Road 497 (Co. Rd. 497) crosses the Sturgeon
River (Figure 1). Here, the Sturgeon River runs through deep outwash sands and upland
vegetation grows adjacent to the river on both sides of the channel. The area on the west
side of the bridge is characterized by open stands of red and jack pine whereas the east
side is upland hardwoods such as red maple and aspen (Figure 1.C). There are no
developments or wetlands at the project site. On the west side of the river there are
archaeological remains of an early sawmill settlement that has been determined eligible
for the National Register of Historic Places (Appendix B). All lands affected are National
Forest System Lands.

The Delta County Road Commission has documented that it authorized construction of
County Road 497 in 1915 and adopted the road into the Deita County System in May,
1945. Currently, the Road Commission maintains the road and believes it holds an
existing easement of a 66 foot right of way through the Hiawatha National Forest to do
so. The Hiawatha National Forest intends to acknowledge this easement by granting a
Public Road Easement.




Define the Proposed Activity

The Co. Rd. 497 Bridge over the Sturgeon River was constructed in 1917 by the Joliet
Bridge and Iron Company of Joliet, Il (Figure 2). It was a steel pony-truss style bridge,
94 feet long and 20 feet wide and carried one-way traffic. The bridge was closed in 1991
due to structural inadequacy and vehicle traffic re-routed to Forest Road 8263. The bridge
was then sold by the Delta County Road Commission and removed in 2006. However,
the concrete abutments were left in place. The proposed project would replace the
‘existing bridge by constructing a new two-lane roadway bridge. The new bridge would be
placed on the same alignment but would be 20 feet longer (from 94 to 114 feet) and 10
feet wider than the original (Appendix B, C, and D). The new structure will provide































































